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History of the ECHD

• Founded in 1821 by Territorial Governor 
Andrew Jackson to control tropical 
diseases brought in by naval vessels

• In 1953, Escambia BCC passed ordinance 
establishing ECHD as a continuing county 
function

• Continuously providing services to 
Escambia County, Fl residents for over 
188 years
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Escambia County Health 
Department Goals

• Surveillance and prevention of diseases of public 
health significance (infectious diseases, obesity, 
smoking-related illnesses)

• Monitor and regulate activities to prevent diseases 
of environmental origin.

• Improve maternal/child health outcomes.

• Improve access to basic preventive, acute and 
ongoing health care services for children and 
women who have difficulty obtaining this care 

• Implement prevention methodologies to change 
health behaviors such as social marketing

• Community health assessment and improvement



ECHD Snapshot

• Locations for service: Five
• Number of Staff December 10, 2009: 413
• Number of services provided CFY2008-

2009: 1,313,643
• Budget SFY 2009-10:  $23,844,022 



ECHD Public Health Services

• Epidemiology: Conduct community surveillance for disease 
occurrence and use of health education to prevent future 
disease outbreaks.

• Public Health Nursing: Provides coordination of all public 
health nursing activities in the county with a liaison to state 
and national programs.

• School Health: Oversees and provides health education, 
counseling, nursing care, and medication dispensing services 
for more than 52,000 students. Nurse-in-every-School 
Program.



ECHD Public Health Services

• Immunization: Offers a vaccination program 
designed to prevent illnesses in children and 
adults.  Vaccine For Children Program.

• Improved Pregnancy Outcome Program 
(IPOP): Clients receive their presumptive 
Medicaid eligibility and are referred to 
physicians for pregnancy care.

• Healthy Start: Provides prenatal screening 
for physician referrals, prenatal classes, family 
planning and counseling, smoking cessation, 
and newborn health monitoring.



• Integrated Clinic/Pregnancy Planning/Child Health:
Health care services to children, adolescents, and adults 
as part of family health, pregnancy planning, and women’s 
health services.

• HIV/AIDS: Offers support services such as counseling
and testing, medications, HIV/AIDS health education,
and referrals for medical care and case management.

• AIDS Drug Assistance Program (ADAP): A program 
designed to assist persons with medications needed for control of 
the HIV virus and treatment of side effects and opportunistic 
infections.

ECHD Public Health Services



• Epilepsy/Insulin Issuance Program:  
Provides insulin and epilepsy 
medication to Escambia County, FL 
residents.

• Florida Breast And Cervical Cancer 
Program (FBCCP): Provides patient 
health education and cancer 
prevention for uninsured women 50 to 
64 years old in Escambia and 
surrounding Florida counties. 

ECHD Public Health Services



ECHD Public Health Services

• Environmental Health: Provides a wide variety of services 
including septic system permitting and inspection, community 
food programs, beach water quality, environmental health 
complaint investigation, SuperAct site inspections, and the 
petroleum tanks clean-up program.

• CATE/CEHP/PERCH: 
Provides health screenings for 
those living near Superfund sites 
and conducts research on the 
environmental health of the 
community.



ECHD Public Health Services
• Public Health Preparedness:

Provides coordination of health 
and medical services throughout 
the county/region in times of 
disaster. Plans for and manages 
public health responses to 
disaster.

• Special Needs Shelter:
Serves community members with 
special health care needs in times 
of emergencies such as 
hurricanes, floods, pandemics, 
and terrorism. 



• Dental Health: Provides dental health
education and services to Medicaid
eligible children (including Head Start)
and adults as well as HIV/AIDS patients. 
Other adults are served through a partnership 
with Sacred Heart Hospital and WFLAHEC.

• WeCare Program: Provides patient referrals for specialty 
medical and surgical care to a network of volunteer physicians.

• Public Health Nutrition: Provides breastfeeding 
counseling and nutrition support under the Federal WIC 
program. 

ECHD Public Health Services



Sources of ECHD Revenues

2009-10
ContributionSource

$22,519,399Total Revenue
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Sources of ECHD Revenue
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Recent History of County 
Contributions to ECHD
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BCC Contribution, Percent of 
Planned CHD Revenue (2008-2009)
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Per Capita BCC Contribution for 
Low Income Persons 

<200% of FPL (2008-09)
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Per Capita BCC Contribution by

Total Population  (2008-2009)
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Where is ECHD Money Spent? (2009-10)
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General Revenue Reductions to ECHD

$  1,030,8622009-10
ReductionYear

$   813,8842008-09

$4,974,028Total past 10 yr

$   311,3222007-08

$     94,6962005-06

$   280,4862000-01
$     76,7362001-02
$   512,3152002-03
$   244,3122003-04
$   918,5942004-05

$   690,7912006-07



SUMMARY

• ECHD continuously providing public health 
services since 1821.

• Services primarily directed to the 
prevention of diseases and conditions.

• Receives funding from a variety of 
sources.

• Seeks to expand prevention and outreach 
services to the community.
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